
1

David Keys

From: Pittsburgh Theological Seminary <mailer_response@emailcounts.com> on behalf of
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary <PTSNEWS@pts.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, February 01, 2012 10:01 AM
To: David Keys
Subject: Pittsburgh Theological Seminary President's Communique February 2012

PTS.edu | Online Giving | Contact

President's Message

Dear Friends of Pittsburgh Seminary,

You may be aware that the James L. Kelso Bible Lands Museum is situated on the ground
floor of Pittsburgh Seminary's Long Hall. It is an increasingly popular location, hosting some
3,500 visitors annually.

A production team from television station WQED recently discovered this treasure and
shared the museum's wealth with the public on the program "Pittsburgh 360˚" (Jan. 12,
2012). Interviews with Director Ron Tappy and Curator Karen Bowden Cooper highlighted
the Seminary's nearly 100-year history of involvement in field archaeology in the Middle
East, as well as the collection's holdings: some 7,500 artifacts, with upwards of 60 display-
quality vessels recently acquired on permanent loan from the Smithsonian in Washington,
D.C.
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In addition to being a unique educational resource and an important component of the
group of museums boasted by the city of Pittsburgh, the Bible Lands Museum is the only
one of its kind at a Protestant seminary. Few people realize that our archaeology program is
the third oldest in the nation—after Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania—and that
PTS is the first Protestant seminary to include a biblical archaeologist on its faculty: the
Rev. M. G. Kyle, appointed in 1908. Through five field projects, including the current Zeitah
Excavations directed by G. Albert Shoemaker Professor of Bible and Archaeology Ron Tappy,
the Seminary has enhanced the understanding of the biblical world for countless people—
our students, our visitors, and the wider church and scholarly communities.

If you have yet to discover The James L. Kelso Bible Lands Museum, I invite you to campus
for a tour by one of our knowledgeable student guides. Come learn how vessels are
restored, how artifacts are dated, and how the science of archaeology illuminates our
understanding of the biblical world and the Bible itself.

Sincerely,
The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. Watch the "Pittsburgh 360˚" segment online!

CE Offers nFog101 Course Online

The PC(USA) has recently approved a new Form of Government. The result will be major
changes in the way the polity of the Church is understood and practiced. This course will
discuss questions like the following: What is the theory behind "new FOG"? What impact will
it have on our Presbytery? How can it be implemented effectively in our congregation?
Learn more during this online course running Feb. 6-March 30. Wayne Yost, general
presbyter, Presbytery of Kiskiminetas, will lead the discussion. Learn more online.

Get Other PTS News

Want to know what's happening with the Seminary's special programs including World
Mission Initiative, Metro-Urban Institute, and Continuing Education? Sign up to receive their
electronic newsletters. Scroll to the bottom of this e-mail, click "Preferences", and in the
new window select the other messages that you'd like to receive. Follow the on-screen
directions to complete the sign-up process. If you have any difficulties, please contact us.

SYI Accepting Applications

Know high schoolers graduating in 2013 who wants to think critically about their faith and
to explore calling and vocation? Encourage them to apply to the Seminary's Miller Summer
Youth Institute held June 27-July 8. Thanks to generous donors and the Lilly Endowment
Inc. the cost of tuition, room, board, and field trips is covered. This year SYI students will
attend the 2012 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Participants will
prepare for this event by learning about Presbyterian polity, theology, worship and
sacraments, and understanding of Scripture. Following GA, the youth will discuss the events
and decisions with today's leading theologians, scholars, and authors. In addition to times
of study and reflection, they'll also have the chance to participate in outstanding recreation
events. Applications are due Feb. 20. Learn more online.
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Study Tour Explores Greece, Turkey, and Greek Isles

The Seminary's Office of Continuing Education will be sponsoring a study tour to Greece,
Turkey, and the Greek Isles May 16-29. The trip will focus on archaeological and historical
sites of importance especially to Christian faith. Sites in Turkey will include Istanbul, Troy,
Izmir (ancient Smyrna), and Ephesus. Mainland sites in Greece will include Corinth,
Olympia, Delphi, and Athens. A three-day cruise in the Aegean will feature Patmos, Rhodes,
Crete, and Santorini. Contact the Office of Continuing Education at 412-924-1345 or
ConEd@pts.edu to learn more.
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